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Folk etymology draws the city name from two Sanskrit words: ér1 ("glory, prosperity”, a
name for the Hindu goddess Lakshmi) and nagar ("city"), which would make "City of
Lakshmi" (or "City of Prosperity™).

However, the earliest records mention the name as siri-nagar which in turn is a local
transformation of the original Sanskrit name stirya-nagar, meaning "City of the Sun" (or,
of a sun god).
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